
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 
 

COUNCILLOR:  Mumshad Ahmed 
 

WARD:  Broadwaters 
 
Activities  
 
I was elected to Wyre Forest District Council in May 2008. 
 
I sit on the Regeneration & Enterprise Scrutiny Panel, Audit Committee and Corporate 
Services Scrutiny Panel. 
 
The Conservative administration support economic development very actively and it 
continues to play a major part in Wyre Forest district e.g. the Easter Park Development at 
Hoobrook, Finepoint on Stourport Road and the redevelopment of Stourport-on-Severn on 
the former Carpets of Worths site planning to house a large Tescos Store. 
 
Ward activity is daily/weekly with letters and emails resulting from leafleting.  I leaflet every 
door in my ward every 8 weeks keeping my residents updated on local issues.  Over 21,000 
leaflets have been delivered in 12 months. 
 
Working with Friends of St Georges Park I have been successful in having a BMX Track 
installed and completed for 13-19 year olds. 
 
I am campaigning for the Horsefair Toilet Block to be knocked down and rebuilt. 
 
I campaigned for Street Scene to regularly clean Coventry Street & Blackwell Street 
Subways. 
 
I have worked with Friends of St Georges to Litter Pick Sion Hill Estate on a keep Britain 
Clean weekend. 
 
I donated £300 of my Locally Determined Funds towards swimming classes for local people 
and £200 towards Friends of St Georges Park to help set the group up. 
 
In the last 12 months I have sent over 500 personal postcards to residents and dealt with 
over 4,000 emails in the last year. I have also knocked on every residents door in the past 12 
months and carried out a full ward survey. 
 
Council Activities 
 
Regeneration & Enterprise Scrutiny Committee  
Audit Committee 
Corporate Services Scrutiny Committee 
 
Outside Bodies 
 
None 
 
 
 



 
Achievements During the Year 
 
• Campaigned for CCTV Camera in the Horsefair 
• Roads resurfaced in Greenhill Avenue, Turton Street, Vine Street, James Road and  
   Highfield Road.    
• Campaigned and got Queen Street play area improved. 
• Campaigned and got Springfield Park refurbished. 
 
Members' Surgeries 
 
• Ward Surgeries held every Saturday 9.00 – 10.00 am at 51 Hurcott Road. 
• Monthly distribution of Activity sheets inviting comments from Constituents. 
• Ward newsletters delivered all year round to every house. 
• Led campaign to oppose a fast food takeaway on Sion Hill. 
 
Training and Development  
 
Laptop Training 08/05/2008 
Code of Conduct 08/05/2008 
Chairmanship 20/05/2008 
Scrutiny 21/05/2008 
Licensing 03/06/2008 
Planning 04/06/2008 
Audit 13/06/2008 
Housing 18/06/2008 

 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
76% 
 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  John Aston 

 
WARD:  Aggborough & Spennells 

 
Activities  
 
I have engaged with Streetscene on a regular basis to keep most of Spennells and Aggborough 
clean.  Streetscene have done a splendid job and I applaud their work. 
 
I liaise with the Police regarding the numerous acts of vandalism in my Ward. 
 
I allocated my Leadership fund this year as follows: 
 

1. £500 to Wyre Forest Dog Rescue 
2. £250 to Prostate Cancer Support 
3. £250 toward the new flagpoles at Kidderminster War Memorial 

 
I was very proud when I attended the opening of Maureen Aston Court with Councillor Fran 
Oborksi.  Maureen, my late wife, was honoured for her hard work and dedication for the Council as 
an officer, District Councillor and Cabinet Member. 
 
I have had numerous potholes on the Spennells estate filled and arranged for extra dog bins. 
 
I have also had trees and bushes around Hersonwood Primary School cut back.  
 
Council Activities 
 
Regeneration & Enterprise Scrutiny Committee 
Planning (Development Control) Committee  
Planning (Enforcement) Committee - Chairman 
Single Site Project Board 
Worcestershire Highways Partnership Forum 
Governor, Heronswood Primary School 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
I campaigned to have more grit bins installed in Spennells and Aggborough due to the cold spell 
we experienced this year. 
 
I helped to get funding for the update and cleaning of Cobham wood. 
 
I helped obtain funding of £8,000 for the County Council to reinstall the bridle path 537 from 
Spennells to Worcester Road for the access of cyclists, dog walkers and people with prams. 
 
I campaigned to try and clear up the area by Kidderminster library.  I met with the Principal of the 
college to come up with suggestions on how to try and reduce the anti-social behaviour in the area. 
 
I was instrumental in getting white lines installed in Fieldfare Court as traffic calming measures. 
 



     
Morillon Court was very unsightly and I arranged for the Dutch elm trees to be cut down and the 
area cleaned up. 
 
Easter Park has been an ongoing problem.  I have had a sign lowered so that it is no longer visible 
from neighbouring properties. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
I hold surgeries at my home. 
 
Training and Development 
 
None. 
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
97% 



     
 

Annual Report as a representative on an 
Outside Organisation – 2008/09 

 
 
Name of Outside Body:  Wyre Forest Community Housing 
 
 
Meeting Commitment:  
 
 
Meetings attended:  
 
Attended training sessions and at least 6 meetings and one conference. 
 
 
Details of any topics of particular relevance to Wyre Forest District Council 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of any significant decisions made 
  
 
 
 
 
Details of any matters in progress 
 
 
 
 
 
Information on any allowances received undertaking this role 
 
There is an allowance paid as Director on the Board. 
 
 
 

 



 
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Jeffrey Baker 

 
WARD:  Franche Ward 

 
Activities  
 
I have carried out my normal casework i.e. pot hole reports, areas that need to be cleaned up, 
including parks and open areas, liaising with the police on parking issues, and all the general things 
that come up in the Ward on a day-to-day basis.   
 
I am a member of the Franche Tenants Association along with my fellow Conservative Councillor 
Mrs Anne Hingley.  The Tenants Association meet on a two monthly basis where we discuss with 
tenants’ representatives, park rangers, Police and other bodies, anything that is relevant to the 
Ward in general.   
 
I also take part in a walk around the ward every so often where I note any problems i.e. vandalism, 
broken fences or smashed windows, etc, these things are noted and the necessary repairs carried 
out.  These walks cover only the Council estates.   
 
I am a member of the Franche Partners and Communities Together (PACT) committee.  
Councillors and police meet with local residents to try and find solutions to general problems that 
they have to deal with.  These meetings are quite lively.   
 
Council Activities 
 
Community Services Committee 
Licensing and Environment Committee - Chairman 
Kidderminster Educational Foundation Committee 
Kidderminster Town Centre Management Committee 
Alcohol & Substance Misuse Review Panel - Chairman 
The Carpet Museum Trust 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
During the past year, I have been Chairman of the Alcohol and Substance Misuse Review Panel.  
This has been the most in depth and far reaching scrutiny review that I have been on since I was 
elected to the Council in 2004.  The Committee interviewed many representatives from a wide 
spectrum of both alcohol and drugs organisations including the police and a representative that 
advised the schools regarding the drug problems.  Nearly all the recommendations made by the 
Committee were accepted by the Community Services Scrutiny Committee.   
 
I am pleased to have had a circular wall around a large tree repaired in my ward.  Many of the 
bricks were broken and loose and they were being used as missiles by local youths.  I paid for this 
out of my locally determined fund and I consider this amount of £600 to be money well spent.   
 
I have been involved in the Talking Newspapers move to its new and permanent premises in the 
former St Barnabas School which is in my Ward.  I made a cash donation to this very worthwhile 
cause and attended the opening ceremony on 14th March 2009.   
 
I have also, in partnership with Councillor Anne Hingley, organised a petition against a phone mast 
that was planned for our Ward.   



 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
I have had two surgeries during the year but I have carried out a number of home visits to listen to 
residents’ views.  I find these visits are more useful than surgeries where the attendance is usually 
very low. 
 
Training and Development 
 
Chairmanship 20/05/2008
Scrutiny 21/05/2008
CAIRO 01/09/2008

 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
93% 



 
Annual Report as a representative on an 

Outside Organisation – 2008/09 
 
 
Name of Outside Body:  Carpet Museum Trust 
 
 
Meeting Commitment:   
 
4 meetings during the past year 
 
Meetings attended:  
 
Attended 2. 
  
 
Details of any topics of particular relevance to Wyre Forest District Council 
  
Wyre Forest District Council is a trustee.   
  
First stage 1 pass – £1.6 million by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
£75,000 had to be found by the trust for matching funding for stage 2. 
The Educational Foundation Committee gave £25,000 towards this. 
 
 
 
Details of any significant decisions made 
 
To create the Carpet Museum, to get artefacts and carpet samples, etc, from the start of the 
industry to the present day and put them on display. 
 
 
 
Details of any matters in progress 
 
The preparation work of Stage 2 Heritage Lottery Fund is in and we should know the results in 
September.  It is hoped that the Carpet Museum will open in the Spring of 2009. 
 
 
 
Information on any allowances received undertaking this role 
 
I have never claimed or received any expenses on my time on this committee. 
 
 

  



WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 
 

COUNCILLOR:  Graham Ballinger 
 

WARD:  Greenhill 
Activities 
 
Through regular monthly newsletters (Focus) circulated all across Greenhill Ward, I keep in 
touch with the electorate as part of a Liberal Team of three District and two County Members.  
Issues which continue to affect the public in the past year are street cleanliness, (very poor 
state of roads/pavement surfaces in the ward); anti-social behaviour where lack of Police 
presence on the street continues to be significant; refuse collection/recycling now appears to 
have settled although the recent suggestion of possible return to weekly collections will not now 
proceed, residents are likely to have concerns regarding this.  Planning issues become relevant 
when local concerns are raised about various proposals.  These subject areas represent most 
of the matters referred to me by the public during the 2008/2009 Council year. 
 
I continue to make every effort to be responsive and helpful at all times to the public to whom at 
the end of day, I am accountable as their elected member.  My home telephone number and 
address is readily available and is regularly used by the public and increasingly contact through 
my email address. 
 
As a Governor at Kings Charles I School, I remain interested in the consequences of the new 
build programme as part of the Wyre Forest Schools Review recommendations.  The future use 
of the now vacated Lea Street school site continues to cause anxiety for local residents given 
that the Sladen School site proposals seemed to have not been resolved. 
 
I attend meetings in Greenhill as part of the Partners and Communities Together (PACT) 
initiative which are now fully recognised within the community as a useful resource, albeit local 
advertising for these events could be improved. 
 
I attend the Horsefair, Broadwaters and Greenhill Partnership and a number of other local 
groups. 
 
Council Activities 
 
As Chairman of Corporate Services Scrutiny Committee and the Budget Review Panel, this has 
been the major focus of my council activities for the year.  The Corporate Services Scrutiny 
Committee also included the allocation of all overview and scrutiny functions not within the 
specific remit of the Regeneration and Enterprise and Community Services Scrutiny Committee.  
It is important in this role to ensure smooth working relationships with fellow Council members 
and officers to ensure an effective performance. 
 
No Barriers Review Panel 
No Surprises Review Panel 
 
 
 
 



Outside Bodies 
 
District Council Leisure Board Member representing Wyre Forest District Council on the 
Management Board for the 3 District Leisure Centres. 
 
Regular attendee at Greenhill Tenant Consultative Committees and occasionally at 
Offmore/Comberton Tenant Consultative Committee (TCC) and Aggborough/Spennells Tenant 
Consultative Committee (TCC).  
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
I consider the on-going relationship that I have built up over many years as a District Councillor 
(first elected to Wyre Forest District Council in 1979), together with my experienced Ward 
colleagues, have enabled our team to have yet another very successful year.  I have gained 
further experience following my election to Worcestershire County Council in April 2007 for the 
St Chads Division where I have been the Lead Scrutiny Member for Corporate Services.  
Improvements in street cleaning.  Links through PACT meetings on law and order, continue to 
significantly improve.  Feedback from local residents through our regular newsletter continues to 
focus our direction.  Frustrations still focus on County related issues, although some road 
conditions have improved although pavements continue to be an issue. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
A high percentage of elderly people in the Ward means that evening surgeries are not popular 
and I visit people in their homes and community groups at their request and spend a lot of time 
talking to residents during the regular distribution of our newsletters. 
 
Training and Development 
 
Chairmanship 20/05/2008 
Scrutiny 21/05/2008 
LSP Learning to Deliver Workshop 30/06/2008 
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
100% 
 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Arthur Buckley 

 
WARD:  Wribbenhall 

 
Activities  
 
I regularly inspect the ward by car and on foot observing and reporting any problems that need 
addressing.  I have worked to try and find ways to improve the area. 
 
I have responded to residents whenever I have been contacted by them. 
 
I have attended Parish Council meetings at Trimpley and have also attended Bewdley Town 
Council as an observer. 
 
I have also liaised with Wyre Forest Community Housing on any related issues. 
 
Council Activities 
 
Audit Committee 
Community Services Scrutiny Committee 
Licensing and Environmental Committee 
Planning (Enforcement) Committee - Vice Chairman 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
I used some of my Locally Determined Funding to pay for a bench at a view point in Trimpley and I 
have also been involved with the wall being repaired near Wribbenhall Church. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
I have regular surgeries at Wribbenhall Church Drop In Centre. 
 
Training and Development 
 
Laptop Training 08/05/2008
Code of Conduct 08/05/2008
Chairmanship 20/05/2008
Scrutiny 21/05/2008
Licensing 03/06/2008
Planning 04/06/2008
Audit 13/06/2008
LSP 'Learning to Deliver' Workshop 30/06/2008
Cairo Training 09/07/2008

 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
85% 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  John Campion 

 
WARD:  Sutton Park  

 
Activities: 
 
As Leader of Wyre Forest District Council I have additional responsibilities to those of a Ward 
Councillor.   
 
The District Council has seen an exceptionally challenging year and I am pleased to say that it has 
risen to every challenge presented and I believe it has come out the other side a stronger council 
serving the local residents of Wyre Forest. 
 
The Administration has continued to work with all parts of the Council and the Officer core in 
relation to progressing the Council’s priorities as well as progress towards delivering the Council’s 
major projects.  In my role as Leader, I have attempted to build a consensus for decisions as they 
have had to be made and I am confident that all the decisions the Council has taken through this 
municipal year have been balanced and benefited from the excellent scrutiny process within the 
Council. 
 
As part of my role, I have regularly attended the Council’s Audit, Scrutiny and Policy Panels and 
Regulatory Committees.  I would hope that my involvement and input has been positive throughout 
the work of these important committees. 
 
During this municipal year we have seen the setting of one of the most difficult budgets within 
recent history but I believe that the Council has emerged from this process having protected its vital 
services and is now in a very strong position to take those massive challenges head on to continue 
to deliver high quality services for local residents. 
 
During the municipal year I have been exceptionally active along with my two ward colleagues, 
Councillor Hart and Councillor Onslow.  We have engaged with a wide number of local residents 
including an excellent representation at the Partners and Communities Together (PACT) meetings 
throughout the year.  During the year we have met regularly with local residents as well as 
communicating through our regular newsletter delivered to all households within the ward informing 
them of local issues and action that we are taking.  I have made myself available to residents by 
advertising my home telephone number, email address and home address to ensure that residents 
are able to contact me on any issues that may concern them.  During the year I have canvassed a 
large portion of my ward along with my colleagues, ensuring that we are aware of residents’ views 
on issues and problems affecting the ward. 
 
Council Activities 
 
Cabinet 
Appointments & Appeals Committee 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
One of my main achievements this municipal year has been the setting of the Council’s balanced 
medium term Finance Strategy in a financial context which has seen unprecedented volatility on 
the global financial market.  We have seen the collapse of National interest rates that has put 



     
severe budgetary pressure on the District Council.  I am exceptionally glad that under the 
Administration’s leadership we have managed to establish a sustainable and achievable medium 
term Finance Strategy that whilst it does see a reduction in the number of people the Council 
employs, it will continue to maintain vital local services to local residents.  I am also exceptionally 
proud that we have managed to continue to provide a below inflation Council Tax increase of just 
2.5% at a time when households within Wyre Forest are feeling the pinch of the very deep and dark 
recession that we are now entering. 
 
During the last year the Council has adopted a new Corporate Plan which I believe sets the 
strategic direction for the Council for the future and ensures that all strategies and policies are co-
ordinated in delivering the vital improvements that we wish to see in local services.  I am very 
pleased that the Council took a holistic approach to the co-ordination of all members’ aims and 
aspirations to create a Corporate Plan that all parts of the Council were able to sign up to.  The 
important challenge for the future will be delivering those aims and aspirations and I look forward to 
the support of my colleagues to enable us to achieve this. 
 
Within my Ward, my colleagues and I have been involved in a wide range of ward issues in which 
the vast majority we have been able to address or indeed progress.  During the year we have seen 
the continued development of Brinton Park within the ward and the addressing of serious anti-
social behaviour issues which also affect certain parts of Sutton Park. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
I, together with my ward colleagues, Councillor Hart and Councillor Onslow, have held meetings 
with residents as and when required to address pertinent issues. 
 
Training and Development 
 
LSP 'Learning to Deliver' Workshop 30/06/2008
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
100% 
 



WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 
 

COUNCILLOR:  Stephen Clee 
 

WARD:  Bewdley & Arley  
 
Activities  
 
I am a Cabinet Member working with the Planning, Economic and Regeneration brief.  
 
During the year we have had a very active directorate with the highlights being the 
commencement of the construction of the new Debenhams store moving into Weavers 
Wharf. 
 
Economic Development continues to play a major part in Wyre Forest District especially 
during the current national economic downturn. We have to remember that we have, in 
Kidderminster alone, over 850 businesses within the town centre, Crossley Retail Park, Mill 
Street and Comberton Hill areas.  
 
Ward activity is on a daily/weekly basis with casework letters and emails resulting from 
regular newsletter distribution.  I leaflet every door in my ward every 8 weeks keeping my 
residents updated on local issues. That’s 4000 leaflets each time! 
 
In the last 12 months I have sent over 1500 individual letters and over 12,000 emails. 
 
I continue to represent the Council at Regional and Central level.  
 
Council Activities 
 
Council 
Cabinet Member 
 
Outside Bodies 
 
Bewdley Museum Management Committee - Chairman 
Bewdley Development Trust - Director 
 
Membership of Organisations 
 
Kidderminster Educational Foundation 
Destination Worcestershire Board Member 
Wyre Forest Highways Partnership Unit 
Worcestershire Investment Monitoring Panel (Pensions) 
 
Other Public Bodies 
 
Worcestershire County Council 
Bewdley Town Council 
Trustee Chaddesley Corbett Education Foundation 
Member of Hereford & Worcester Combined Fire Authority 
Worcestershire Hub Project Board 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) for Bewdley and Spennells 



Kidderminster Town Centre Management Committee 
 
Companies, industrial and provident societies and charitable bodies 
 
Director of Bewdley Development Trust 
Director of MNA Broadcasting Ltd (Shrewsbury & Telford radio Stations) THE WYRE 
 
Bodies whose main purpose is to influence public opinion or policy 
 
Wyre Forest Conservative Association 
Bewdley Civic Society 
Member of the Conservative & Unionist Party 
Member of the Conservative Councillors Association (London) 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
• Board Member on local radio “The Wyre” 
• Founder Member of Destination Worcestershire promoting Wyre Forest and the County at 
 National level. 
• Established closer working arrangements with our neighbouring councils. 
 
Members' Surgeries 
 
• Ward Surgeries held every Saturday 9.00 – 10.00 am. 
• Monthly distribution of Activity sheets inviting comments from constituents. 
• Ward newsletters delivered all year round to every house. 
 
Training and Development  
 
None. 
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
79% 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Nathan Desmond 

 
WARD:  Oldington & Foley Park  

 
Activities  
 
My main focus of work in Oldington and Foley Park over the last year has been to continue to 
improve the quality of life for all residents. 
 
I have focused on facilitating the improvement of road surfaces and pavements, clearing up litter 
hot spots and helping to tackle anti-social behaviour. 
 
In addition, I have responded to and carried out a vast quantity of case work on many issues that 
have helped to aid and improve residents’ quality of life. 
 
I have engaged with the community in a number of ways.  I sit on the Governing Body of Oldington 
and Foley Park Community Network and Birchen Coppice Primary School and I am a Board 
Member of the Oldington and Foley Park Pathfinder. 
 
I was a member of the Oldington and Foley Park Road Safety Committee. 
 
I was deputy chairman of the ward Partners and Communities Together (PACT) committee and I 
have attended all meetings in the last 12 months. 
 
Council Activities 
 
Cabinet Member for Community Services Scrutiny Committee and Corporate Services Scrutiny 
Committee. 
Appointments and Appeals Committee 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
Finally, after a six year campaign, I was successful in having traffic calming measures installed in 
Walter Nash Road, Birchen Coppice, Kidderminster. 
 
I have had six lighting columns  installed in the school alley between Birchen Coppice Primary 
School and the Rifle Range for the childrens’ safety. 
 
I have also been instrumental in getting Reservoir Road, Ferguson Drive, Summer Road, Walter 
Nash Road and Beauchamp Avenue roads resurfaced. 
 
I campaigned successfully to have the Meredith Green multi use games area installed after a 12 
month campaign.  
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
I have taken the time to knock on doors across the ward to introduce myself and ascertain if local 
residents have any local issues or problems. 
 



     
I have delivered five newsletters to the whole ward over the last year updating them of my 
successful activities and future intentions. 
 
Training and Development 
 
None. 
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
94% 



     
 

Annual Report as a representative on an 
Outside Organisation – 2008/09 

 
  
Name of Outside Body:  Wyre Forest Community Safety Partnership Steering Group 
 
 
Meeting Commitment:  
 
Four meetings 
 
Meetings attended:  
 
10 July 2008, 9 October 2008 and 8 January 2009. I also attended the Partnership Away Day 
held on 18 February 2009, which was a planning event for 2009/10 community safety activities. 
 
 
Details of any topics of particular relevance to Wyre Forest District Council 
  

• Relocation of CCTV camera in Kidderminster which WFCSP has funded  

• Hate Incident Reporting Partnership which the Hub is a reporting centre for  

• Ongoing discussions regarding proposed North Worcestershire CDRP Merger  

• Support from WFDC towards the delivery of LPSA 2 / LAA reward targets. Vehicles have 
burglary and vehicle crime posters on them.  

• WFDC funded the Horsefair, Broadwaters and Greenhill Partnership Co-ordinator as a 
significant contribution towards the LPSA 2 targets  

• Involvement of partners in WFDC CCTV Policy  

• WFCSP partners were involved in the Alcohol and Drugs Scrutiny review  

• WFDC officers worked with Fire Service colleagues to develop the ‘Colin - the Firestarter' 
website, launched in September 2008 and funded by WFCSP.  

• With the support of WFDC Licensing Team, the WFCSP funded Licenced Premises 
Information Packs were distributed to all DPS' in the district.  

• WFCSP provided a grant to the Worcestershire Family Intervention Project, which I 
understand Tim Rice has been involved in and Kathryn Hebbert sits on the Board.  

 
 
Details of any significant decisions made 
  

• New Chair and Vice Chair were elected as Alison Braithwaite stepped down as Chair.  

• Kathryn Hebbert, Community Safety & Partnerships Officer became CDRP Tasking 
Chair, operational arm of WFCSP, following the resignation of Mel Bailey.  

• Proposed North Worcestershire CDRP merger has been suspended but that decision 
was made this financial year.  

 



     
 
Details of any matters in progress 
 

• 31 March 2009 saw the LPSA 2 / LAA reward targets period come to an end, final result 
will be known May. WFCSP including officers from WFDC have worked very hard on this 
over the last 2 1/2 years 

• Relocation of CCTV camera on New Road 
• Refresh of WFCSP website 
• Working with Wyre Forest Matters regarding the reward grant proposals 

 
 
Information on any allowances received undertaking this role 
 
 
 
 

 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Helen Dyke 

 
WARD:  Aggborough & Spennells 

 
Activities  
 
As usual it has been another busy year in the Aggborough and Spennells Ward. 
 
I have attended the Partners and Communities Together (PACT) meetings which take place every 
3 months.  I work with residents and other panel members to find solutions and remedies for all the 
issues raised at the meetings.  Concerns raised at these meetings include anti-social behaviour 
problems, litter and planning issues.  
 
I also attend the Tenants Consultative Meetings (TCC) throughout the year. 
 
During the year, I am invited to meet with members of the “Over 55” club which takes place in 
Spennells Community Centre on a regular basis.  They raise issues with me about the area and 
general concerns and I do my best to answer and if I can’t help them on the day I go back to them 
with the information as soon as possible.  It is a very lively club and both Councillor Peter Dyke and 
I enjoy going there.  In recognition of this we have donated a sum from our Councillors Community 
Grant to help enable the club to continue in this positive way. 
 
Recently I have also attended meetings of the Kidderminster Disabled Club.  I was invited to talk 
about my role as a Councillor and after my talk I answered questions about the District Council and 
how it works, its budget and any other issues that were raised. 
 
I was also invited to meet with Spennells Brownies last year.  They had carried out an 
Environmental Audit around the area and had divided their findings into separate reports, what was 
good, what was bad and what should be done about the bad things.  As one of their issues was 
about Litter and Litter Bins I asked if a representative of Street Scene could attend one of their 
meetings and they agreed to do so.  I think it was very important to show that we took the work of 
the Brownies seriously.   
 
The Brownies were also planning long lasting environmental improvements in the area and I was 
able to put them in touch with Paul Allen and the Ranger Service who advised them about a site 
where they could plant some new trees in the Nature Reserve.  I was able to help them with 
funding for this project from our Community Grant. 
 
I am now working with local residents who are organising a Community Litter Pick in the ward and I 
am helping by organising the supply of black bags and litter pickers from Street Scene for them. 
 
Wyre Forest Community Housing has been successful in obtaining some Lottery Funding to carry 
out some work in the wooded area behind the houses on Worcester Road in my ward.  The 
company is holding a consultation session in May to which local residents, Tenant Consultative 
Committee (TCC) Members and ward Councillors have been invited so that every one can give 
their views about how the money could be spent to its best advantage. 
 
I continue to work with residents of the houses at the end of Wilden Lane who are still suffering 
noise problems from a local engineering firm.  We have held meetings with residents who are 
understandably getting very frustrated about how long the whole process takes. 



     
 
As Group Leader I attend regular meetings with Chief Inspector Jim Baker at Kidderminster Police 
Station to discuss any police issues that are raised with me by local residents. 
 
There are still planning issues associated with the Easter Park Development and I am liaising with 
residents on a regular basis about their concerns. 
 
Work continues on the refurbishment of the Scout Hut on Hoo Road and Councillor Peter Dyke and 
myself have allocated more funds from out Community Grant for this project. 
 
Case Work is very important to me and I deal with a wide range of ward issues throughout the year 
including - road and pavement repairs, parking issues, anti-social behaviour problems, housing 
issues and many many more. 
 
Working with Councillor Peter Dyke I continue to inform residents of what is happening in the area, 
provide information and list our contact details through monthly editions of the Liberal Democrat 
FOCUS.  
 
Council Activities 
 
Community Services Scrutiny Committee - Chairman 
Corporate Services Scrutiny Committee 
Ethics and Standards Committee 
I also served on assorted Review Panels convened throughout the year to scrutinise various 
important issues. 
 
Community Housing where I am  a member of Wyre Forest Sheltered Housing Board, Vice-Chair of 
Wyre Forest Community Housing Board and a member of the Resources Committee.  I also attend 
training sessions organised by the company, Housing Conferences and have to go through a 
detailed and comprehensive appraisal process every year.   Please find attached my training and 
attendance record with the company. 
Charter Trustees of Kidderminster 
Member of the Corporate Parenting Group representing Wyre Forest at County Hall, this group 
meets monthly. 
 
Membership of Other Organisations 
Founder Trustee of Kidderminster War Memorial Conservation Trust 
Community Governor of Heronswood Primary School 
Panel Member for the Youth Offending Team 
Children’s and Young Persons Theme Group which is a sub group of the local strategic 
Partnership. 
Community Group Forum 
Through my paid employment I am a member of the Town Centre Partnership, lead person on the 
Town Centre Community Safety Group and Chairperson of Wyre Forest Community Safety 
Partnership. 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
Many are included in the activities above but getting involved with, and visiting, local group and 
organisations has been a very enjoyable part of the year.  It is important that their members feel 
able to ask questions about what I do as a local councillor and what role the Council plays in their 
areas.   
 
 



     
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
Both Councillor Peter Dyke and I have tried surgeries within the ward but find that residents prefer 
to contact us by phone, letter or email.  We also visit residents in their own homes if they prefer and 
find that all these different ways of communicating work well. 
 
Training and Development 
 
Chairmanship 20/05/2008
Scrutiny 21/05/2008
LSP ' Learning to Deliver' Workshop 30/06/2008

 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
89% 
 



     
 

Annual Report as a representative on an 
Outside Organisation – 2008/09 

 
 
Name of Outside Body:  The Community Housing Group 
 
 
 
Meeting Commitment:   
 
See below 
  
Meetings attended:   
 
See below 
 
 
 
Details of any topics of particular relevance to Wyre Forest District Council 
 
• Shared Ownership Strategy/Rent to Buy Strategy 
• General Housing Needs of residents in the District 
• Comprehensive board member Appraisal system 
• I am also the Voluntary Compact Champion for Community Housing 
 
 
Details of any significant decisions made 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of any matters in progress 
 
 
 
 
Information on any allowances received undertaking this role 
 
• Board Members allowance - £1,117.00 
• Vice Chairman’s Allowance - £1,956.00 
• So as Vice- chairman of Wyre Forest Community Housing my total allowance per year is  

£3,073.00. 
 

 



     
 

 



     
Annual Report as a representative on an 

Outside Organisation – 2008/09 
 
 
Name of Outside Body:   Corporate Parenting Group  
 
 
 
Meeting Commitment:   
 
 
Meetings attended:   
 
 
 
Details of any topics of particular relevance to Wyre Forest District Council 
  
• The group is responsible for all looked after children in Worcestershire and I represent Wyre 

Forest in the decision making process. 
• All decisions are significant as they impact on looked after children across the County. 
 
 
Details of any significant decisions made 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Details of any matters in progress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information on any allowances received undertaking this role 
  
None 
 

 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Howard Eeles 

 
WARD:  Habberley and Blakebrook 

 
Activities  
 
My activities are similar to the previous year. 
 
I have attended regularly, in an advisory capacity, all Habberley Tenant Consultative Committee 
(TCC) meetings which were preceded by an estate walkabout. 
 
I have attended all Partners & Communities Together (PACT) meetings held within the Ward and 
had regular informal visits around the Ward to identify any potential problems. 
 
I responded to any enquiries/complaints from constituents ranging from the state of the roads, car 
parking problems, housing problems and personal health problems, in my capacity as a retired 
health professional. 
 
As my main focus of interest lies in health issues, I attended, as an observer, all Worcestershire 
Hospitals Acute Trust Board and Primary Care Trust Board meetings held throughout the county. 
At these meetings I raised many questions to the respective Trust Boards and highlighted, by 
letters to the local press, any relevant health issues concerning the Wyre Forest Area. 
 
Council Activities 
 
Community Services Scrutiny Committee 
Planning (Enforcement) Committee 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
I believe that all individual enquiries from Ward constituents have been satisfied by my response 
and I have been able to resolve most of the problems raised.  I used my leadership fund money at 
Baxter College and have been able to provide metallic vandal proof goal posts, the previous ones 
having been destroyed by vandals. 
 
With others in my political group in Health Concern, we have been instrumental in getting on the 
Health Trusts to improve and expand the local Health Services. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
None held 
 
Training and Development 
 
None. 
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
78% 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Jill Fairbrother-Millis 

 
WARD:  Lickhill 

 
Activities 
 
I have attended Committee meetings and full Council and have also worked on two scrutiny 
exercises. 
 
I have dealt with many email, telephone and personal calls from constituents with queries and 
problems. 
 
I am a Member of Community Action Newtown – local community action group. 
 
I work with YOrS (Youth Outreach) Combined churches of Anglican, Methodist and Baptist 
initiative. 
 
I work with Worth Crescent Residents Association. 
 
I have been involved with a graffiti cleansing project – Stourport Bridges. 
 
I attended Partners & Communities Together (PACT) Meetings – dealing with queries arising. 
 
I am a Governor at Stourport High School. 
 
I am Vice Chair of Asha, Wyre Forest. 
 
I am also a Trustee of Worcestershire Association of Carers (covers Stourport Carers Group). 
 
Council Activities 
 
Planning (Development Control) Committee 
Community Services Scrutiny Committee 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
Supporting mothers toward achieving an upgrading to the younger children’s play area in Manor 
Farm, Stourport. 
 
Supporting YOrS in continuing their work with youth on the memorial park and in partnership with 
the Youth Service opening the Youth Centre, Windermere Way on three Friday nights out of four. 
 
Graffiti cleansing project – Stourport Bridges. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
No regular surgeries – usually stopped in town, in shops or contacted directly by telephone, email 
or letter. 
 
 



     
 
Training and Development 
 
Scrutiny 21/05/2008
LSP 'Learning to Deliver' Workshop 30/06/2008
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
67% 



     
 

Annual Report as a representative on an 
Outside Organisation – 2008/09 

 
 
Name of Outside Body:  Citizens Advice Bureau 
 
 
 
Meeting Commitment: 
 
Four per annum plus AGM 
 
 
Meetings attended:   
 
May 2008, AGM – June 2008, Emergency meeting – July 2008, September, 2008,  
December 2008 
 
 
Details of any topics of particular relevance to Wyre Forest District Council: 
 
Agreed to a three year service level agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of any significant decisions made: 
 
Because of reduction in income - agreed to use reserves to continue service. 
Bewdley Service moved from Friday a.m. to Thursday a.m. 
Stopped evening Solicitors and evening telephone service (but Solicitors now offering a service) 
 
Not going to be able to extend at Kidderminster – lottery diverting money to Olympics – CAB not 
high priority. 
 
 
 
Details of any matters in progress: 
 
40% increase in employment related queries and 10% increase in debt related queries 
 
 
 
Information on any allowances received undertaking this role: 
 
None 
 
 

 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Brian Glass 

 
WARD:  Mitton 

 
Activities  
 
Being an active member of Partners and Communities Together (PACT) for Lickhill & Mitton.  I 
spend quite a considerable amount of time doing activities that result from these meetings. 
 
Council Activities 
 
Licensing & Environmental Committee 
Miscellaneous Functions Committee 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
This year I have mainly solved problems in my ward, i.e. roadworks, problems in Lickhill Park 
drainage problems, housing problems, etc. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
My shop in High Street, Stourport acts as a surgery for people in both Lickhill and MItton wards.  I 
also still co-ordinate the Stourport Stop Watch in conjunction with the police to make a safer place 
to live and shop. 
 
Training and Development 
 
None. 
 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
46% 
 



WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 
 

COUNCILLOR:  Douglas Godwin 
 

WARD:  Rock 
 

Activities 
 
I have been Chairman for the Parish Council for the past year and hope to be reappointed for the 
coming year.  This allows me to be involved in many community activities and projects and I list 
some of them below that I attended in my capacity as District Councillor and Parish Chairman:- 
 
1. Remembrance Sunday church service 
2. St Georges Day Service  (Scouts & Guides) 
3. The Rock Village show 
4. The Rock Church Fate 
5. The Callow Hill Horticultural Show 
6. Far Forest School open day ( June Show) 
7. Callow Hill fireworks display 
8. Far Forest dramatics pantomime show 
9. The Friends of Rock Church Art Exhibition and sale 
10. Attending events in Bayton and Mamble village as representative for the next door Parish of 

Rock  
11. Bewdley (Rock) PACT meeting with the police 
12. Kidderminster PACT meetings with the police 
 
Council Activities 
 
Local Development Framework (LDF) Review Panel 
Ethics and Standard Committee 
Planning (Enforcement) Committee 
 
I have attended all the meeting bar one and I have also substituted for another member on one 
Community Services Committee. 
 
I have been unable to attend other outside bodies and meetings due to the pressure of my work 
and meetings starting in office hours or in London which I could not attend. 
 
I attended one site visit of the Planning Committee on a major development in Far Forest. 
 
Achievements during the Year 
 
I have started a monthly newsletter in the Rock & District news (Douglas’s District Diary).  I have 
assisted parishioners on matters as diverse as immigration applications to the completion of Rural 
Payments Agency applications forms for Single Farm Payment entitlements, shot gun licences and 
applications for Tree Felling Licences.  I have attended meetings on highways, road safety and 
drainage and at the Forestry Commission on the management of the Wyre Forest.  I have had a lot 
of correspondence on environmental contamination in Sugars Lane and the failure of the Severn 
Trent plant there. 
 
As a Member, I have answered letters and numerous e-mails on planning matters, environmental 
matters, drainage of roads and land, gritting and the provision of grit in the winter, damage to 
property and policing issues including; road safety, criminal damage and a death on the road out 
side the Royal Forester Public House. 



 
I have responded to letters on developments at Clows Top and in the village of Rock and Far 
Forest, buses and the travel problems of the OAP’s in my ward.  I have also received letters on 
matters that are outside the control of the District Council and have passed them on to our MP or 
other Government agencies such as the Benefits Agency the CPS and the Child Support Agency.  
Housing matters and questions I pass onto our Wyre Forest Housing Association. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
None, but regular contact with the public in my ward, at weekends and other social events through 
out the year. 
 
Training and Development 
 
Laptop Training 08/05/2008
Code of Conduct 08/05/2008
Scrutiny 21/05/2008
Planning 04/06/2008
Audit 13/06/2008
LSP ' Learning to Deliver' Workshop 30/06/2008

 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
79% 
 
 
 



     
WYRE FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2008/09 

 
COUNCILLOR:  Jenny Greener 

 
WARD:  Bewdley & Arley 

 
Activities  
 
My main activities this year have been at a local level and include issues such as play areas, 
flooding, maintenance of roads and footpaths, invasive lighting at a bus stop, consultation on speed 
management around a local school, planning issues and the general needs of the community.  
 
I have attended meetings of the Town and Parish Councils, the Environment and Town Centre 
Group of the Bewdley Development Trust, Bewdley Residents Flood Committee and the Riverside 
Children’s Centre. 
 
I am a member of the Wyre Forest Citizens Advice Bureau Management Committee and attend 
regularly. 
 
District presentations I have attended include the annual Leisure Tour, Partnerships Tour and a 
County Conference on Climate Change. 
 
I attended the Annual General Meeting of the Worcester Acute Trust and also a presentation by the 
Army on recruitment and awareness. 
 
Council Activities 
 
I sit on the Corporate Services Committee and am Vice Chairman. This includes holding briefing 
meetings with Officers and a pre-meeting team brief. 
 
I am also a member of the Regeneration and Enterprise Scrutiny Committee, Licensing and 
Environment Committee, Bewdley Museum Management Committee and the No Barriers Review 
Panel.  
 
I also sat on the No Surprises Scrutiny Panel and am a Local Authority Governor of Bewdley 
Primary School and have completed my New Governor Induction Modules. 
 
Achievements During the Year 
 
I consider one of my main achievements this year was participation in the Budget Review Panel, 
being part of the process which oversaw a successful conclusion to a Financial Strategy, which will 
prudently serve the residents of Wyre Forest. 
 
I have also become more involved in local activities and needs, particularly the rural areas of my 
ward. 
 
Members’ Surgeries 
 
None 
 
 
 



     
 
Training and Development 
 
Chairmanship 20/05/2008
Scrutiny 21/05/2008
Audit 13/06/2008
Housing 18/06/2008
LSP 'Learning to Deliver' Workshop 30/06/2008

 
Attendance Percentage for 2008/09 
 
93% 



     
Annual Report as a representative on an 

Outside Organisation – 2008/09 
 
 
 
Name of Outside Body:  Bewdley Museum management Committee 
 
 
 
Meeting Commitment:   6 
 
Meetings attended:  4/3, 3/6, 2/9/, 16/12, (08) 24/3, (09) 
 
 
Details of any topics of particular relevance to Wyre Forest District Council  
 
Lottery grant awarded, staff and exhibit management, allocation of funding, events and 

exhibitions, involvement of Friends of Bewdley Museum 
 
 
 
Details of any significant decisions made 
 
See above, allocation of Lottery funding 
 
 
 
Details of any matters in progress 
 
See above 
 
 
 
 
Information on any allowances received undertaking this role 
 
None.  
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