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Wyre Forest Response to Worcestershire Minerals Local Plan- Fourth Stage Consultation
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Wyre Forest District Council welcomes the fourth stage consultation on the Worcestershire
Minerals Local Plan. The council recognises that the North West Worcestershire Strategic
Corridor has been reduced in size by 11.1%, from 6061 ha to 5391 ha, since the Third
Consultation stage in 20131.
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The council also notes that the settlements of Blakedown, Broadwaters, Cookley,
Kidderminster, Stourport–on-Severn and Wolverley have been removed from the corridor.
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It should also be noted that a substantial part of the North West Worcestershire Corridor lies
within the West Midlands Green Belt. As discussed in paragraph 4.142, mineral extraction in
itself is not inappropriate in the Green Belt, providing that it preserves the Green Belt
openness and does not conflict with the purposes of including land within it, which is further
outlined in Policy MLP 18: Green Belt.2
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Further to this paragraph 6.26 of the Minerals Plan notes that ‘very special circumstances
may need to be demonstrated for mineral developments (in the Green Belt) or elements of
them, if they are to be considered acceptable’. Indeed this was the basis that the case of R
(Samuel Smith Old Brewery (Tadcaster) and Oxton Farm) v North Yorkshire County Council
and Darrington Quarries Ltd was successfully appealed on3.
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The council notes policy MLP 7 in reference to the North West Worcestershire Corridor in
that planning permission will only be granted for mineral development that ‘contributes
towards the quality character and distinctiveness of the corridor through the delivery and
enhancement of green infrastructure networks’4. Any proposed mineral extraction will need
to preserve and maintain the Green Infrastructure of the district.
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Wyre Forest District Council is at the final stages of its Local Plan. The Pre-Submission Plan
went out to consultation from the 1st November to the 17th December 2018, with the plan
expected to be sent to the Planning Inspectorate later in 2019 with adoption taking place in
2020.
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Wyre Forest District Council is aware of the potential application for mineral extraction near
the proposed Lea Castle development at Lea Castle Farm of up to three million tons of sand
and gravel over a 10 year period. The Lea Castle development is a key development site of
1,400 houses, employment, and land allocated for a primary school and a 3G football pitch.
The Eastern Extension site of 1,440 houses in Kidderminster will also be within the North
West Worcestershire strategic corridor.
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Any mineral extraction north and south of Wolverley Road could have a detrimental impact
by virtue of dust, noise and disturbance for the duration of the period of extraction on
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residents in the Lea Castle area and which could have a negative impact on the development
of the site. The proposed site would be near part of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire
Canal Conservation Area. The noise, dust and general pollution that could arise from such
an operation could harm the character of the Canal Conservation Area.
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It must also be noted that the north lodges at Wolverley Road are Grade II listed and the
council would not be supportive of an application for partial demolition to provide vehicular
access to a minerals extraction site.
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The Kidderminster North Green Infrastructure Concept Statement document will also need
to be considered in regards to any mineral extraction in this area. The document is seeking
an overall net gain for biodiversity and to increase linkage to the Kidderminster East area.
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The site will be within parcel N7 of Wyre Forest’s green belt. This has been categorised as to
contribute in preventing the ‘incremental encroachment of development into open
countryside and sprawl of Kidderminster along the A449’.5
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Any extraction in this area will require therefore sensitive co-ordination and forward
planning to reduce further disruption to the nearby villages of Cookley and Wolverley as
highlighted in Policy MLP 19: Amenity, whilst maintaining the Green Belt openness and
prompting green infrastructure as part of its legacy. If development is to be permitted a site
restoration scheme will be required, with the potential sterilisation of mineral resources not
to be ‘considered adequate justification for schemes which would result in unacceptable
impacts of unacceptable final landforms’6.
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Cookley and Caunsall are developing their Neighbourhood Plan, and would require to be
consulted on any proposed mineral extraction application at Lea Castle Farm. The Churchill
and Blakedown Neighbourhood plan also resides within the North West Worcestershire
Strategic Corridor.
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Whilst recognising the need for aggregate mineral extraction to serve housing demand for
Worcestershire and to maintain at least a seven year land bank, other construction methods
could also be used for development. For example, modular off site homes could be used to
alleviate some housing demand. Central Housing Investment Consortium have recently
installed a Build Smart Show Home in Kidderminster (Wyre Forest Planning ref
18/0398/FULL) for a two year period7, whilst We Can Make It have carried out a community
led off-site house building project in Knowle West, South Bristol8.
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This may also be increasingly used due to the bricklayer shortage. This was highlighted in the
recent Independent Review of Build out: Final Report by Sir Oliver Letwin, in which this will
be ‘would be a binding constraint in the immediate future if there was not either a
substantial move away from brick-built homes or a significant import of more skilled
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bricklayers from abroad’9. With the uncertainty over migration from Brexit this may impact
bricklaying construction.
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Wyre Forest District Council welcomes the opportunity for further ongoing discussion with
Worcestershire County Council. Consequently, Wyre Forest wishes to continue to be
consulted on subsequent stages of the Worcestershire Minerals Local Plan review.
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